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Publication Ethics (COPE).
Ethical responsibilities of authors, including book reviewers
Each article must represent original work; it must not have been published elsewhere under
any name, including that of the author. Authors are required to cite their sources rigorously,
ensuring that their content does not contain libellous matter, does not infringe any copyright
laws, intellectual property rights, or the rights of any third party. Authors must obtain and
present permission to reproduce any images from third-party sources. Funding sources for
research presented in articles should be acknowledged in a footnote.
Ethical responsibilities of editors
Members of the Editorial Board are committed to responding to authors in a timely manner,
both at point of submission and in subsequent correspondence. They are required to uphold the
rule of confidentiality with regard to any submissions received, distributing these on an
anonymous basis, and to peer reviewers only. They undertake never to discriminate against
authors on grounds of nationality, gender, ethnicity, sexual orientation, or religious or political
beliefs. In the event of non-acceptance, even prior to peer review, editors will explain to the
author the reasons for rejection. Editors will take all necessary measures to protect the identity
of peer reviewers. The peer reviewers’ comments will be presented to authors either verbatim
or in summary. Editors will, in consultation with one another, make the final decisions about
which articles to publish. These decisions will be made on the basis of peer-reviewer comments
and with a view to ensuring the quality and suitability of all published articles. In cases where
the editors’ decision differs from that of a first peer reviewer, the opinion of a second peer
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